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General Description:  
  
 This is the text for one of a series short videos on designing new solutions to the problems of 
the 21st Century by applying new science.  This series is called “Baltimore in the Future Tense”.  
It is in the form of TED style presentations with a few graphics supported by talk.  The 
presentations appear in six short video chapters and appendixes.  
  
 This text and videos are available on “The Big Moon Dig” Web site:  
  

The Big Moon Dig / What & Why / Divide Baltimore 
http://bigmoondig.com/Essays/BMDWhyWhat.html#DivBalt 

 
Starting point essay:  “Baltimore”  
http://bigmoondig.com/Essays/Baltimore.pdf  

  
This series was written especially for a University of Baltimore course:  
  
  “Divided Baltimore”  
  http://blogs.ubalt.edu/dividedbaltimore/  
  
The text is in Adobe pdf.  Graphics were assembled using PowerPoint and SketchUp 2015.   The 
voice and voice times were generated with Natural Reader.  The videos were made with Movie 
Maker.  The graphic credits appear at the end of each text, as does a list of references. 
 
____________- 
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The complete series outline is in the Chapter 1 text file. 
 
Chapter 5, Future Field 
 So Far 
  What we have learned 
 No Zombies 
  What cannot happen 
 Field of Our Future 

A vision of success 
 Putting Our Field to Use 
________________________________________________________________-  
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Slide 01:  Text intro 
MP4:  A 
Graphics:  Text 
Time: 00:51 

 
Baltimore in the Future Tense 

Chapter 5 – Field of Our Future 
Tom Riley 

TomRiley@WoodwareDesigns.com 

The Big Moon Dig 

http://bigmoondig.com/Essays/BMDWhyWhat.html 

September 29, 2015 
 
Comment: 
 
Hello, I’m Tom Riley of “The Big Moon Dig”.   
 
Let’s talk for a just few minutes about using new science to address our big problems in the 21st 
Century.  The new stuff is absolutely breathtaking, but communicating complex and novel ideas 
is a real challenge.  We now have the raw information we need to solve our problems, but we 
need to turn it into practical solutions. 
 
In this series of talks, we are using the big picture.  In this chapter we will build the first path to 
a workable solution to the great problems of the 21st Century.  We will look at building a Field 
of Our Future in which we can talk our vision of success into existence. 
 
This chapter starts our efforts to design general big-picture solutions.  Our next and last chapter 
will look at specific solutions for Baltimore.  
 
_____________- 
  

mailto:TomRiley@WoodwareDesigns.com
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Slide 02:   So Far 
MP4:  B 
Image:  Population Peak, Time & Information 
Time:  01:12 
 

 

 
 
Comment: 
 
In our earlier chapters we have seen: 
 

Our Big-Picture is the Blue Marble Earth. 
Energy flows through it, 

Information is generated. 

The instant Now is calculated. 

Stable things can be pre-calculated. 

Human beings can talk things into existence. 

Reality can be envisioned has a terrain of hills and valley, 

Life moves over a spider web of lines upon these hills. 
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The human brain is made of modules, Brain Apps. 

Critical to problems solving are:  Eureka, Flow, & Buy-in. 

One kick in the teeth will not end society as we know it, 

Three kicks most certainly can. 

We now can predict two kicks with confidence: 

The Population Peak, Global Warming, 

There are plenty of candidates for a third. 

Our best protection is to devise a number of visions of success. 

Life only operates at the edge of Chaos, 

There exists energy and new information. 

The two lessons from Chaos are: 

We can predict the future but only though a glass darkly. 

What we do now will affect the future. 

 
From this base we can now start the design of practical solutions to 21st Century problems. 
 
________________- 
 
 
Slide 03:  No Zonbies    
MP4:  C 
Image:  No Schwarzenegger 
Time:  00:36 
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Comment: 
 
First a word of warning about where we are now. 
 
Currently our strongest visions of the future are zombie apocalypses and machines running 
amok.  This cannot be, in fact, it is ruled out by the physics.  This vision is nothing but a raw fear 
of the future. 
 
What we must not do is talk some bad vision of the future into existence.  If we give our people 
no other vision then they may get into action on this horrible vision. 
 
We must give them a vision of success for the 21st Century that they can buy-in to and get in 
action on. 
 
This we can now do. 
 
________________- 
 
Slide 04:  Field of Our Future 
MP4:  D 
Image:   Hills and Valleys 
Time:  01:29 
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Comment: 
 
We clearly will need to challenge our diverse communities individually and then iteratively 
compile the results into a growing vision of success. 
 
Our technical communities must be tasked to: 
 
 Understand and communicate the math, 
 Define the limits of the computer models, 
 Clearly communicate what can, and what cannot happen, 
 Define our time line, first in useful detail but then with only fading accuracy. 
 
This information can then be called the Field of Our Future.  It defines the terrain in which we 
must work and the lines on which we must travel.  It presents many great challenges, many of 
historic proportions.  Some of these challenges will cause great suffering but many will also be 
opportunities for bravery, compassion, and brilliance. 
 
The technical communities then must be tasked to detail this Field of Our Future.  They must 
provide as many details as possible of what can happen, what cannot happen, what will happen 
no matter what we do, and what our actions can achieve. 
 
Our humanities communities can then write stories of brave people dealing with the real 
problems of the 21st Century.  These stories will be short stories, song lyrics, novels, videos, 
movies, and much more.  These stories will be about believable characters taking possible 
actions, and suffering real consequences.  All these stories will be in language.  All these stories 
will be visions of success. 
 
________________- 
 
 
Slide 05:  Putting the Field of Our Future to use 
MP4:  G 
Image:  Text 
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Time:  00:26 
 
Field of Our Future 

• Build a Field of Our Future 
o What can be 

• Write a vision of success for the 21st Century 
o Believable people portrayed in language 

• Give them both away 

 

• Thanks, 
• Tom Riley 

• The Big Moon Dig 

 
 
Comment: 
 
Where do our problems fit into all this? 
 
This task is clear:  
 
First we must task our technical communities to build a Field of Our Future.   
 
Then we must task our humanities to tell the story of believable people in effective action, to 
talk visions of success into existence. 
 
The 21st Century is a century for the brave. 
 
Thanks for your attention, 
 
Tom Riley 
“The Big Moon Dig” 
 
________________________________________________________- 
 
 
Total Time:  04:42 
 
Target:  05:00 
 
Timings made with Natural Reader. Allowing 00:02 times 4 for slide changes = 00:8. 
____________________________________________________- 
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Graphics Credits: 
 
Copyright 2015. 
 

1. Introduction -- Text by Tom Riley 
2. So Far – Graphs by Tom Riley 
3. No Zombies – Orion Pictures, modified by Tom Riley 
4. Field of Our Future --  Hills and Valleys by Tom Riley based on NASA data 
5. Conclusion – Text by Tom Riley 

 
Sound credit: 
 

1. Rocket blast – Titan Rocket sound clip is by NASA 
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