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General Description:  
  
 This is the text for one of a series short videos on designing new solutions to the problems of 
the 21st Century by applying new science.  This series is called “Baltimore in the Future Tense”.  
It is in the form of TED style presentations with a few graphics supported by talk.  The 
presentations appear in six short video chapters and appendixes.  
  
 This text and videos are available on “The Big Moon Dig” Web site:  
  

The Big Moon Dig / What & Why / Divide Baltimore 
http://bigmoondig.com/Essays/BMDWhyWhat.html#DivBalt 

 
Starting point essay:  “Baltimore”  
http://bigmoondig.com/Essays/Baltimore.pdf  

  
This series was written especially for a University of Baltimore course:  
  
  “Divided Baltimore”  
  http://blogs.ubalt.edu/dividedbaltimore/  
  
The text is in Adobe pdf.  Graphics were assembled using PowerPoint and SketchUp 2015.   The 
voice and voice times were generated with Natural Reader.  The videos were made with Movie 
Maker.  The graphic credits appear at the end of each text, as does a list of references. 
_______________- 
 

mailto:TomRiley@WoodwareDesigns.com
http://bigmoondig.com/Essays/
http://bigmoondig.com/Essays/BMDWhyWhat.html
http://bigmoondig.com/Essays/Baltimore.pdf
http://bigmoondig.com/Essays/Baltimore.pdf
http://blogs.ubalt.edu/dividedbaltimore/
http://blogs.ubalt.edu/dividedbaltimore/


Riley - 2 
 

 
 
 
 
The complete series outline is in the Chapter 1 text file. 
 
Chapter 6, Baltimore 
 Vision of Success for Baltimore 
 Our Sea 
 Our Children 

Process 
 
 
________________________________________________________________-  
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Slide 01:  Text intro 
MP4:  A 
Graphics:  Text 
Time: 00:50 

 
Baltimore in the Future Tense 
Chapter 6 – Baltimore Future 

Tom Riley 

TomRiley@WoodwareDesigns.com 

The Big Moon Dig 

http://bigmoondig.com/Essays/BMDWhyWhat.html 

October 1, 2015 

 
Comment: 
 
Hello, I’m Tom Riley of “The Big Moon Dig”.   
 
Let’s talk for a just few minutes about using new science to address our big problems in the 21st 
Century.  The new stuff is absolutely breathtaking, but communicating complex and novel ideas 
is a real challenge.  We now have the raw information we need to solve our problems, but we 
need to turn it into practical solutions. 
 
In this series of talks, we have been using the big picture, starting from the Blue Marble Earth.  
In this last chapter we will look specifically at the future of Baltimore.  We will look at building a 
specific vision of success to use as a tool to get a large number of people into effective action.  
We will look at the sea as our monitor for global warming.  And, we will take a new look at 
children on a sustainable Earth. 
 
 
_____________- 
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Slide 02:   Vision of Success for Baltimore 
MP4:  B 
Image: Information & Time, Baltimore Mural 
Time:  01:02 
 

 

 
 
Comment: 
 
We can take our general Field of Our Future and write stories of the future of the people of 
Baltimore.  This vision is the foundation for buy-in.  This vision will give the people of Baltimore 
a clear direction to a goal, the strength to persevere though confronted by major problems, and 
unity of purpose.   
 
We must task the Gay Community to find a gay Jane Austin.  They need a task, they have been 
long neglected.  Tasking gays because the most people in our future will live in non-standard 
families and they know many hard lessons about non-standard families.  Select Jane Austin 
because we need stories of believable people, not of things or of catastrophic events. 
 
We must generate a wide variety of stories in all popular media: short stories, novels, videos, 
movies, song lyrics, building murals, and much more.  Sometimes the new vision will be striking 
and sometimes it will be subtle.  We need to reach everybody and tell many stories. 
  
________________- 
 
 
Slide 03:  The Sea    
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MP4:  C 
Image:  Baltimore inner harbor 
Time:  00:41 
 

 
 

 
Comment: 
 
Baltimore is a sea port.  The sea and Baltimore have always been intertwined.  The sea is now 
our monitor of the effects of Global Warming.  We must follow over time -- past, present, 
future -- both its level and its health. 
 
We need to set up an anchor monitoring station showing the historic level of the sea, this year’s 
mean, and level of the current tide.   We need to make the changes visual.  
 
First this station can be virtual.  It should appear on key Baltimore Web Sites. 
 
Then this station should be made monumental.  A great piece of art in the Inner Harbor lighted 
at the levels of the sea, undamaged over the long-term. 
 
________________- 
 
Slide 04:  Our Children 
MP4:  D 
Image:   World Pop, riots 
Time:  01:10 
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Comment: 
 
I know that the number of children alive now is simply beyond what we can support fairly both 
as individuals and as a society.  This will change. 
 
In our future the number of children will fall drastically and the number of adults will rise.  This 
is a simple consequence of our approaching a sustainable Earth. 
 
We will then need new life styles and institutions to fully support a then manageable number of 
children.  With the new demographic we will be able to build and support these new 
institutions. 
 
We need to start building these life styles and institutions now! 
 
When they are then absolutely required, they will be ready.  We must make a start now in the 
manner we plan to succeed in our future. 
 
One thread is to extend the concept of “God Parent” into the 21st Century.  On a sustainable 
Earth, each child can have as many as four god parents.  Each will provide some facet of 
training, security, or emotional support.  Each may be related or not, present or e-connected, 
teacher or counselor.    
 
We can redefine “God Parent” for the 21st Century and we can start now. 
 
________________- 
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________________- 
 
 
Slide 05:  Process  
MP4:  E 
Image:  Text 
Time:  00:41 
 

What to Do 
 

• Task our Communities 
o Listen 

• Assemble the results 
• Iterate 

Comment: 
 
We need to develop an effective process to direct and manage change. 
 
We need to task our communities with well-defined requirements, and to do so with talks that 
generate true buy-in.  These task must be consistent with the Field of Our Future, and lie along 
paths that lead us up hill.  
 
A group providing leadership and direction, then must assemble the community input into a 
more coherent whole, a new vision of success. 
 
Then we need to do the process all over again. 
 
In fact, this process never stops.  There is always more to do. 
 
_____________________________- 
 
 
Slide 06:  Conclusion  
MP4:  F 
Image:  Text 
Time:  00:27 
 
Baltimore in the Future Tense 

 

• Build a Vision of Success for Baltimore 
• Monitor the sea level 

o Our measure of climate change 
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• Build new institutions for new children 
 

• Thanks, 
• Tom Riley 

• The Big Moon Dig 

 
 
Comment: 
 
Our Baltimore task is then clear:  
 
 Envision success for Baltimore, 
  Tell the story. 
 Monitor the sea, 
  Keep it in our minds. 
 Build new institutions for our children, 
  Provide them with the support they need. 
 Make this a process. 
 
The 21st Century is a century for the brave. 
 
Thank you for your attention, 
 
Tom Riley 
“The Big Moon Dig” 
 
________________________________________________________- 
 
 
Total Time:  04:12 
 
Target:  05:00 – 8:00 
 
Timings made with Natural Reader. Allowing 00:02 times 4 for slide changes = 00:08. 
____________________________________________________- 
 

 
Graphics Credits: 
 
Copyright 2015. 
 

1. Introduction -- Text by Tom Riley 
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2. Vision – “Information & Time”, Graph by Tom Riley; 
“Baltimore’s 50 best Wall Murals”, The Baltimore Sun 
http://www.baltimoresun.com/entertainment/bal-baltimores-50-coolest-murals-
pictures-20120807-photogallery.html 

3. The Sea – Baltimore Inner Harbor, http://yourtripideas.com/ 
4. Our Children --  “World Population”, graph by Tom Riley; 

“Riots in Baltimore”, Baltimore Sun 
5. Conclusion – Text by Tom Riley 

 
Sound credit: 
 
1. Rocket blast – Titan Rocket sound clip is by NASA 
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